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A long time ago, there lived a king. He built many things. Every year, he would spend a lot of
money rebuilding his palace and every time itwas much 1 than before.

One day, the king had a new plan and he said to his men, “This year, | 2 the best palace
in the world. It should 3 within my kingdom, and by the people of neighboring states.”

After 4 his palace, the king invited noblemen (5% ji%&) from his kingdom, as well as from
neighboring states to come. And he asked them 5 their opinions about the palace.

“Unbelievable! 1t is 6 most beautiful palace.” the noblemen said. They looked around
the palace and thought it was amazing. But one man 7 looked young stood in the corner. He
hardlysaid 8

The king wanted to know 9 the man was silent when everyone else was praising his

palace. He walked up to the man and asked, “Hello, young man. You keep silent. Is there anything

wrong with my palace?” The man smiled and replied 10 a calm voice, “Your Majesty!
Your palace is strong and will last 11 years or even longer. It is beautiful 12 not
perfect. Many of your people are still suffering a hard life, 13 your palace looks wonderful.

Because of that, | am silent.”

The king listened to the young man’s opinion __ 14 . Then he thanked the wise man for
15  honest words and said he would never try to rebuild his palace again. Instead, he used
the money to help the people in need.

) 1. A. beautiful B. more beautiful C. most beautiful D. the most beautiful

) 2. A. have built B. will build C. built D. was building

) 4. A. rebuilt B. would rebuilt C. rebuilding D. rebuild
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( )3.A praise B. have praised C. be praising D. be praised
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( )5 A give B. gave C. giving D. to give
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) 7. A. which
) 8. A. anything

) 9. A. how
)10.A.in

) 11. A. hundred

) 12. A. but

) 13. A. where
) 14. A. quiet

) 15. A. he
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For many students, summer is a time for playing outside. However, for Liam Hannon, the
summer of 2017 wasabit 16

That year, he joined an online learning program, which __ 17 him to give back to the
community (£t [X). He was given a task to help homeless people.

Liam 18  to his dad that there were a lot of homeless people just outside their home.
These people were hungry and they could use something to lift their __ 19 . Liam and his dad
began to make sandwiches and handed them out to the homeless people.

In order to help more homeless people, Liam created an online page to help raise money.

__ 20, alotof people supported his idea. Donations ({§11) that were received through the
website GoFundMe have made it possible for Liamto 21 a better cart and make thousands
of more lunches. “I have seen people who are feelingreally 22 on themselves. But when
we hand them a lunch, their faces just light up.” says Liam.

Now, Liam has another 23 called Legos of Love. People send in their old Lego blocks,

which are then sorted (43-2%) and given to homeless children.

This now 12-year-old boy 24  knows how to pay it forward. What he has done is an
example of how even something as 25 as a sandwich can change the world.
() 16. A. fashionableB. annoyingC. silent  D. different
() 17.A. challengedB. treated C. accepted D. ordered
() 18. A. made a messB. told a joke C. pointed out D. held on
() 19.A. weights B. spirits C. hands D. voice



) 24. A.surely  B. thankfullyC. carefully D. strictly

() 20.A. HumorouslyB. ConfidentlyC. Crazily D. Luckily
( )21.A. buy B. serve C. consider D. share

( )22.A.down B. surprised C. nervous D. excited
() 23. A. homeworkB. victory C. advantage D. project
(

(

) 25. A. delicious B. necessaryC. simple D. expensive
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An elephant and a crocodile were once standing beside river. They were disputing which was
the better animal.

“Look at my strength,”said the elephant. “I can pull up a tree, roots and all, with my trunk.”

“Ah! But your skin is not nearly so thick as mine,”replied the crocodile. “No knife or tooth can
cut through it.”

Just as they were coming to blows, a lion happened to pass.

“My dear friends!”said the King of all animals, going up to them.“Let me know the cause of
your disagreement.”

“Will you kindly tell us which is the better animal?”cried both at once.

“Certainly,”said the lion, pointing across the river, “Do you see the soldier’s metal hat on that
wall?”

“Yes!”replied the beasts.

“Well, then,”continued the lion,“go and get it, and bring it to me, and | shall be able then to
decide between you.”

Upon hearing this, off they started. The crocodile, being used to the water, reached the opposite
side of the river first, and was soon standing beside the wall.

Here he waited till the elephant came up. The elephant, seeing that the crocodile had no way of
reaching their goal, raised his long trunk, and took down the hat quite easily.

They then made their way together back again across the river. The elephant was trying to keep
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up with the fast-moving crocodile in the water and became careless. When he was forced to turn
sharply to avoid a floating tree branch, the elephant dropped the hat and it fell to the river bottom.
The crocodile noticed the accident, so down he dived, and brought it up in his huge mouth. They
then returned, and the crocodile laid the metal hat at the lion’s feet. The King took it up, and turning
to the elephant, said,

“You, because of your size and trunk, were able to reach the hat on the wall, but having lost
it,you were unable to get it back. And you,” said the lion to the crocodile, “although unable to reach
the hat, were able to dive for it and save it. You are both wise and able in your own ways. One is no
better than the other.”

() 26. The underlined word“disputing”in Paragraph 1 means

A. playing B. quarreling  C. complaining D. deciding
() 27.What did the crocodile think was best about himself?

A. His big mouth.  B. His strong skin.  C. His swimming skill. D. His dangerous teeth.
() 28. How did the lion deal with the animals’ disagreement?

A. He ordered them to fight.

B. He made a quick decision.

C. He suggested a competition.

D. He asked them to describe themselves.

() 29. What caused the elephant to drop the hat?

A. The hat got wet in the river.

B. He hit a floating tree.

C. He was trying to swim too fast.

D. He wanted to fight the crocodile.

() 30. How were the elephant and the crocodile able to complete their task?

A. By working together.

B. By planning carefully.

C. By sharing their ideas.

D. By listening to the lion.
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They say that“travel is the best teacher”and there is no better example of this idea than the Ming
dynasty travel writer and geographer Xu Xiake (1587-1641). His book The Travel Notes of Xu Xiake,
not only encouraged a love of travelling among Chinese people but provided important scientific
information about the country’s land and geography.

Born into a wealthy Jiangyin family, Xu became interested in books about different places at an
early age and wanted to travel. When he was 18, however, Xu’s father died. And so it seemed that he
couldn’t finish his travelling dreams. He now was responsible for the family farm and taking care of
his 60-year-old mother as tradition required.

But his mother had different ideas. Understanding her son’s love of travel and valuing the
knowledge he could get from such experiences, this modern-thinking woman refused to keep her son
at home. She agreed that Xu could travel for three months every year, when there was less farm work.

So at the age of twenty and with his mother’s support, Xu set off for the first time, leaving behind
not only his mother but his new wife as well. He would repeat this goodbye each year for most of the
next 30 years. During this time, he travelled throughout the Ming kingdom, carefully studying the
lands he passed through and recording his experiences and many discoveries in a diary, which once
had over 500,000 words, would eventually become The Travel Notes of Xu Xiake.

Although rich, Xu avoided comfortable travel, preferring to go almost everywhere on foot. This
way he could research the environment in detail and get a true picture of the natural world. Many of his
trips were to hard-to-reach mountain areas, and through wild forests where few people lived. His
willingness to face hardships came at a cost however. Progress was slow and tiring and he was
frequently sick, robbed and beaten during his journeys.

Sadly, Xu became seriously ill during his last and longest journey, a 4-year trip through the
Southwest of China. He died in 1641, soon after returning to his hometown for the last time. When his
diary was finally printed years after his death, much of it had been destroyed or lost. Although
incomplete, it still made Xu a travelling legend around the world.

() 31.What is the passage mainly about?

A. The general details of Xu Xiake’s life story.

B. The difficulties Xu Xiake faced in his travels.

C. The important discoveries made by Xu Xiake.
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D. The influence of Xu’s book The Travel Notes of Xu Xiake.
() 32.Which of the following best describes Xu’s mother?
A. Strict but interesting. B. Kind but uneducated.
C. Helpful and hardworking. D. Supportive and open-minded.
() 33.Why did Xu prefer walking during his travels?
A. It gave him the chance to meet different kinds of people.
B. It helped him to save money and travel for a longer time.
C. It allowed him to see and study the environment in detail.
D. It was the only way to reach the places he was interested in.
() 34.What is true about Xu’s book The Travel Notes of Xu xiake?
A. It was only made public after Xu died.
B. It made Xu very famous during his lifetime.
C. It was the first travel book ever written in China.
D. It was mainly about the different people of China.
() 35.What is the correct order for the following events from Xu's life?
a. He went on his first journey.
b. His book was finally printed.
c. He returned to his hometown for the last time.
d. He developed an interest in books about other places.
e. He started managing the family farm after his father died.
A. a-e-d-c-b B. d-e-a-c-b C. d-e-a-b D. e-d-a-b-c
©

Comfort. Safety. Favorite family memories. Future. Root. We asked our readers to share with us
the keywords they thought of for their home. Here are some our favorite answers.

“Home is a place, where you and your family can be safe, have all you need, and share your
sadness and happiness, where you can help each other as a family. It does not matter how big or small.
I live in a small room with my two sons, and we share our thoughts.”

— Honey

“Since 2007, I’ve built four homes with Habitat for Humanity families. The common point that
each family has is: faith, hope, family, school, love, even future struggles. Home gave these four great
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families a safe place out of dangerous living conditions so they could think about the future as well as
the present.”
— Chad
“Home is a comfort place to live with our families and pets and enjoy with friends, a place to build
memories as well as a way to build future wealth (11 & ). A place where we can truly just be ourselves.
And whether our houses are big or small, they are our shelters.”
— Linda
“Home is my root. When I was a little kid, my parents never had their own place. With 5 kids, my
dad worked 7 days a week 12 hours a day; mom worked off and on, always running to get another job.
We went from one place to another. | can remember one place we lived in had no bathroom, the
windows were missing, and there were holes in the walls. So the first thing | did after | got a job was to
buy an apartment where I could live forever.”
— Thomas
“Home means a future. Once we had a stable home, we could think beyond where we were going
to live from week to week, and we could begin to look ahead to where we wanted to go. Home is the

base where everything begins.”

— Kelly

() 36. Where is the passage probably taken from?

A. Anovel. B. An advertisement. ~ C. A magazine. D. Adiary.
() 37.How many people in the passage mention that they don’t care about the size of their home?

Al B. 2. C. 3. D. 4.
() 38. Everyone is talking about their own family EXCEPT

A. Honey B. Chad C. Linda D. Kelly
() 39. Which of the following is TRUE about Thomas?

A. He was born into a rich family.

B. He liked travelling and moving.

C. His parents were busy working.

D. He bought an apartment without bathroom.

() 40. Which can be the best title of the passage?



A. East or West, Home is BestB. Different Home Patterns

C. Finding a New HomeD. Keywords for Home
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People around the world need to get moving, according to a new study by the World Health
Organization (WHO).

About 25 percent of adults worldwide do not get enough exercise, according to the study.
41  Because of this, about 1.4 billion people are at greater risk for deadly diseases such as
heart disease and cancer. According to the WHO, people should do at least 150 minutes of light
exercise each week, such as dancing or swimming. 42

When it comes to exercising more, experts say that we don’t have to go to the gym every time.
43 Standing on one leg for 30 seconds each day is also good for our health.

____ 44  Thirty-two percent of women fail to exercise enough, compared to twenty-two
percent of men. Women tend to spend more time at home taking care of children and doing housework.

Countries with higher incomes showed higher rates of inactivity. For example, people in Kuwait
and the United States exercise less than people in Uganda and Nepal. Does China exercise?

45 The study says that 14 percent of Chinese adults don’t exercise enough, much lower than

the average rate — 26 percent — of other middle-income nations.

A. This number hasn’t changed since 2001.

B. In the study, China is listed as a middle-income country.

C. The study also found that women are less active than men.

D. For example, we can take the stairs instead of taking an elevator.

E. They can also do 75 minutes of heavy exercise, such as running or playing soccer.
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Rosie is my friend. Her mother is a farmer. She is 48years old. Because she often works in the
field, she looks older than her (46)r age. It seems that they have a (47)h life,
but they are very happy.



Her mother knows a little English, but her Maths is very good. She can do some Maths

problems without (48)d . She teaches Rosie to learn Maths. When she teaches Rosie,
Rosie feels she is so (49)I to have such a great Mom. She is very grateful to her mother
and she always (50)s something interesting with her.

They have a good relationship with each other. With time passing by, Rosie gets older and older,
but she becomes stronger and stronger. She loves her mother and will take care of her in the future.
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514K fe f R AR 4 oA A g 2
Can you tell me ?

52 MR AR 2R, (Bl R 4k 8 TAF
Mr. White was tired, he
53.0t 2 55— s H O B AL L% .
She was the first girl a microphone.
54, TR JE S A B i 2 5] S
I her learn English.
55. 11 FC M T-HENK, LFn 2
Please my cup water, ?
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1. SCE NPT 2
2. W 80 WAL CCEMIFLCEH, AMTEABIEED
3. MREBHZZAK. MAEEMPINEE, BUWATIED.

The activity of Reading in Guangzhou has been held in Guangzhou for quite a while.




